Lisa Rothwell-Young
Artist Statement

Living in this beautiful, rural landscape, nature obviously has a big influence on my work, but my passions for architecture and history also colour what I produce.

The Arts and Crafts movement is of particular interest to me and many of the movements ideas sit comfortably with my work.  For instance, the idea of Simplicity or Splendour - that near overall simplicity might be set off with highlights of rich colour, pattern or texture.  

Simplicity or minimalism is not about cheapness or poor finish, for as William Morris said "This simplicity you may make as costly as you please".  Simplicity is the ideal contrast for the splendour of richly coloured precious gemstones and accents of different colours and texture.

The Arts and Crafts movement was keen to revive and revitalise traditional techniques and craftsmanship and this is a subject close to my own heart.  I have recently undertaken training in two very traditional techniques, those of engraving and chasing & repousse.

"In making Arts and Crafts jewellery one of the main concerns was that, in addition to producing the piece by hand, it should be executed largely by one person, thus maintaining the essence of individuality" (pg 47, Simplicity or Splendour Arts and Crafts Living: objects from the Cheltenham Collections) 

Like many other designer makers (and unlike many high street jewellers) I also work in this way, making everything by hand (unless, in the case of small findings and chain, it is not cost effective for the client) and setting my own gemstones.

The motto of the Arts and Crafts Movement was "Head, Heart and Hands".   Head for creativity and imagination, hand for skill and craft and heart for honesty and love.  A motto I feel holds true today.

CV

Employment 
Self employed designer maker
Adult Education Tutor – Cumbria County Council 
Freelance Artist – Clients include National Museums of Scotland & Dumfries and Galloway Council


Training
BA Hons  Pg Dip 
Silversmithing, Cumbria Institute of the Arts 
Milinery workshops, Cumbria Institute of the Arts with Sara Gadd, Aug 2008 
Master Class with Goldsmith Lucy Copleston, Sept 2008 
PTLLS Teaching Qualification Sept 2008
Training with Goldsmith Lucy Copleston Feb 2010

3 days Blacksmithing with Ian Rogers Sept 2010

Training with Goldsmith Lucy Copleston Oct 2010

Engraving training at MCSJ Nov 2010

Chasing and Repousse Training at MCSJ Nov 2010
Grants and Awards

Craft Maker Grant March 2009 
Craft Maker Grant March 2010

Website 

www.treasuredearth.co.uk 

Stockists 
Gracefield, Edinburgh Rd, Dumfries
Preferred supplier to Smiths Hotel, Gretna Green
Preferred supplier to Easterbrook Hall, Dumfries
Blusha, Dumfries

Exhibitions/Shows 
Spring Fling Taster Exhibition, Tullie House Museum, April-May 2011

Spring Fling Taster Exhibition, April 2011
Featured Artist, Gracefield Craft Shop Christmas Exhibition 2010

Spring Fling 2010
Spring Fling Taster Exhibition, Gracefield & Stranraer Museum  2010
Easterbrook Hall Wedding Fair - March 2010
Smiths Wedding Fair, Feb 2010
Moffat Christmas Fair, Nov 2009 
William Howard Centre, Brampton, Nov 2008 
Living North, Newcastle Racecourse, Nov 2008 
Cumberland County Show, July 2008 
Northumberland County Show, June 2008 
“Live the Dream” wedding event, Carlisle Racecourse, March 2008
